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MEMOIRS of the EARL of Sr. VINCENT. 
(Continued from Page 86.) 


E come now to detail the particulars, to ufe the words 

of Admiral Barrington, then Commander in Chief, 
of one of the moft brilliant aétions which had occurred during 
the American war, namely, the capture of the Pegafe; an 
aétion which decidedly proved that {pecies of happy valour, 
which conftitutes the leading feature of his Lordfhip’s pro- 
feffional charaéter. 

In the month of April, 1782, Admiral Barrington failed 
for the Bay of Bifcay with twelve fail of the line; and, 
when a fhort diftance off Uthant, Captain M‘Bride, com- 
manding the Artois, which was very far a-head, made the 
fignal for difcovering an enemy’s fleet. In confequence of 
which, the Admiral hove out the fignal for a general chafe, 
and about three o’clock the enemy became vifible ; but the 
Admiral’s fhip, the Britannia, was left very far a-ftern by 
many of the prime-failing fhips, amongft which, the Fou- 
droyant, Captain Jervis, fo far outftripped the reft, that, 
when night came on, with hazy weather, he foon loft them 
entirely, but ftill kept a full view of the enemy, whom he 
purfued with unremitting vigour. 

The chafed fleet confifted of eighteen fail, laden with pro- 
vifion and ammunition, and containing a confiderable number 
of troops for the fupply of the French fleet and forces in the 
Eaft Indies, being particularly to fupply the lofs of that cqn- 
voy which had been taken by Admiral Kempenfelt in the pre- 
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ceding winter: They had failed from Breft only the day be. 
fSre; and were under the proteétion of the Proteéteur and 
Pegafe, of 74 guns each, L’A&ionnaire of 64 guns, armed 
en flute, and afrigate. The Foudroyant gained fo faft upon 
the chafe, that it was evident they could not efcape without 
an engagement; the convoy was therefore difperfed by 
fignal.;, andthe two French 74’s, having confulted together, 
it was determined, that, asthe Proteéteurhadalarge quantity 
of money on board, fhe fhould make the beft of her way; 
and that, if fighting was inevitable, the Pegafe fhould abide 
the confequence. 

A little before one A. M. the Foudroyant came up, and 
was clofely engaged with the Pegafe, commanded’ by the 
Chevalier de Sillans. This aétion was extremely fierce 
whilft it lafted ; but, within lefs than an hour from its com. 
mencement, his Lordfhip laid the French fhip aboard on the 
Jarboard, quarter, and the, Pegafe was compelled: to) fitike. 
Nothing could have afforded a more ftriking inftance of the 
decided fuperiority of feamanfhip and‘difcipline on the one 
fide, and of the great effects which thefe qualifications pro. 
duced on the other, than. the circumftanices ‘ofthis: gallant 
aétions ..On board the Pegafe, eighty were -killed ‘ard 
wounded ; the hull, mafts, and yards, of the: French fhip 
were materially injured; and the damage. fhe fuftained- wa 
beyond any thing that-coald have been fuppofed, confidering 
the fhort: time fhe was engaged; while the Foudroyant ful 
tained but little injury ; not a man was killed, none mortally, 
and his Lordiip the worit wounded.* At this time, the fea 
was fo rough, that it was with great difficulty that his Lord. 
thip, with the lofs of two boats, could put an officer and 
eighty men on board the prize. Soon after this was effeéted, 
the Foudroyant and Pegafe loft fight of each other; but the 
Queen, fortunately coming up, took poffeflion of her. In 
confequence of this gallant a&tion, Captain Jervis was ho. 
toured with the infizniaof Knight of the Bath; and, about 
this period, was ‘married to his firit coufin, Milfs Parker, 
daughter of Sir Thomas Parker. 
nm Previous 


* His Lordthip was wounded by a fplinter, which fruek him ot 
the temple, the effects of which have never been removed, as his 
éves have ever fince been affeéted. The engagement between the 
Foadroyant and the Pegafe have been admirably depicled by Set 
res, Who has devoted two pictures to the fubjet, which are now i 
the pofiefion of the Marquis of Lanfdown. 
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Previous to the commencement of the prefent war, his 
Lordthip, who in the year 1787, had Seen promoted to the 
rank of Rear-Admiral of the Blue, and inthe year-179° to 
that of Rear-Admiral of the White, afted and voted with 
the Oppofition; but, when the war had aftually com- 
menced, he confidered himfelf as bound in honour to make 
a tender of his fervices; which, highly creditable to the 
judgement of Adminiftration, was immediately accepted, 
and he was appointed to command the fquadron, deftined to 
co-operate with Sir Charles Grey in the redutiion of the 
French Weft-India Iflands.+ In this toilfome fervice, with 
the moft formidable difficulties to encounter, the fpirit and 
perfeverance of thefe brave Commanders fhone pre-emi- 
nently confpicuous ; and the London Gazette Extraordi- 
nary, in the month of April, 1794, announced the important 
intelligence, that, on the 16th of March preceding, the whole 
ifland of Martinique had been captured from the French, 
except the forts Bourbon and Reyal, which were then clofely 
befieged ; and on the 26th of the fame month, difpatches 
from the Commander in Chief were received, containing in- 
telligence of the complete conqueit of the ifland of Mar- 
tinique by the furrender of the Fort Bourbon: Five ftand 
of colours laid down by the garrifon, together, with two 
colours of Fort Bourbon, were fent and prefented to his Ma- 
jefty. This was a battle on both fides hardly fought; and 
Sir Charles Grey thus handfomely bears teflimony to the 
gallantry of hisopponents: “* The gallant defence,” faid 
Sir Charles, ‘* made by General Rochambeau and his gar- 
tifon, was ftrongly manifefted on entering Fort Bourbon, as 
there was f{earce an inch of ground untouched by our {hot 
and fhells ; and it is but jultice to fay, that it did them the 
higheft honour.”’ 

The remainder of the French Weft India Ilands foon 
alter followed the example of Martinique; but, in confe- 
quence of the ficknefs of the troops, and for want of {uf- 
ficient reinforcement, thefe conqueits could not be retained. 

_Earl St. Vincent returned home from this expedition with 
his health confiderably injured, and very much emaciated, 
from the effeéts of the yellow fever; but, though his body 
was vifibly impaired, his {trong and ardent mind could not 
long brook inaétion; and, atter the fhort interval of four 
months’ repofe, he was difpatched to fucceed Admiral 

Q 2 Hotham 

+ About ten thoufand men, originally deftined for this fervice, 


_ drafted off, and employed in an expedition to the coaft of 
rance, 
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Hotham in command of the Mediterranean {quadron, where 
he blocked up the Spanifh fleet and bombarded Cadiz ; to | 
which, according to the accounts of the Paris papers, whofe | 
authority uponthisoccafion need not be fufpeéted, he did 
confiderable damage. Indeed, the fervices he had performed 
upon this flation, in blocking up the Spanifh fleet and pro- 
teéting the coafts of Italy, in addition to his former mefi- 
torious atchievements, had fo recommended him to his Ma- 
jelty, that it was in contemplation to raife him to the dignity 
of the Peerage, and a patent was a€tually ordered to be pre. 
pared for that purpofe, when the news of the glorious defeat 
of the Spanith fleet was firft announced. 

Before we enter upon the detail of this memorable victory, 
in juftice to the charaéter of his Lordfhip, we are bound to 
make fome brief remarks upon the fituation of the country, 
which are neceflary to appreciate more juftly the value of 
fuch diflinguifhed fervices. 

During the year 1797, the war between Great Britain and 
France was almoft exciufively confined to naval operations, 
in which the {kill and aftivity of Britifh feamen were emi- 
nently confpicuous, anda feries of fplendid vittories had 
animated their fpirit to a moft uncommon height :—Still it 
mult be remarked, that the enemies of Great Britain had alfo 
confiderably increafed. ‘The Spaniards, negligent of their 
better interefts, too fubfervient to the fatal influence of the 
Great Nation! had agreed to co-operate in its defolating 
principles ; and the navy of Spain and Holland was to have | 
joined that of France, 

About this period, the confpiracy, which had been long 
forming in Ireland, began to wear the more open charatter 
of bold and avowed rebellion. The confpirators relying 
upon the proteélion of France, which could only be afforded § 
by fo formidable a concentration of naval force as would } 
have been produced by the junétion of the three navies, and § 
which feemed difficult at that period to prevent, began to be} 
more bold and open in their conduét. A general gloom per j 
vaded the country ; and never was there a period which re- 
quired a greater effort to revive the drooping {pirits of his 
countrymen, than tle period of this enterprifing viétory. 








The country was, at this time, on all fides, threatened with | ( 
invafion ; the very bulwarks of the nation tottered ; and th 
-Irith confpiracy had infetted the Britih fleet, which wa 
taken poifeffion of by the mutinecrs. To blockade the flees 
ot the enemy in their own ports and to prevent a junétion wa | | 
the only mode of averting the unpending blow.—To have 
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engaged a fleet fo numerous as the combined fleets, would 
have been moft hazardous ; and with fuch an inferior fqua- 
dron to prevent the junction, feemed to be impoflible. Not- 
withftanding thefe obftacles, the mighty mind of Sir John 
Jervis, upon viewing the fleet of the enemy, inftantly con- 
ceived that bold projeét, which terminated fo glorioufly for 
himfelf, and fo honourably for his country. 
(To be continued.) 





Remarks on the Confequences of fending a Challenge to 
fight a Duel, 


N the 31ft of January, 1800, Mr. Erfkine addreffed 

the Court of King’s Bench on behalf of the Honour- 
able Lord George Henry Cavendifh, who found himfelf 
under the unpleafant neceflity of appealing to their Lord- 
fhips, for a rule to fhew caufe why a criminal information 
fhould not be filed againft Captain Bainbridge, of the Derby- 
fhire militia. Mr. Frfkine obferved, that thofe falfe ideas of 
honour, by which but too many were a€tuated, were wholly 
improper in the flighteft degree to be referred to in a Court 
of Juftice; they could not be admitted as any alleviation 
of an offence, fuch as that of which the noble Lord, his 
client, had to complain. He, however, could not forego 
the opportunity of obferving, how highly the public were 
indebted to one of their Lordthips (Lord Kenyon), for the 
declaration made by him from the Bench, in the courfe of 
the laft term, as to what would have been the certain confe- 
quence, if a defendant, who was brought up to receive judg- 
ment for fending a challenge, had entered the field with, and 
deftroyed his antagonifl*. The faéts he had to lay before 
the Court were thefe :—Captain Bainbridge, for fome mif- 
conduft, had been difmiffed the regiment of Derbyfhire mi- 
litia, of which Lord George Henry Cavendifh was Colonel ; 
the confequence of his difmiffal was, that in a few days af- 
terwards he offered that kind of infult towards his Lordhhip, 
which left him no alternative between becoming himfelf an 
offender againdi the laws of his country, or indi€ting the 

man 


* Lord Kenyon faid, the execution of the offender mult have 
followed convidtion; and that the mivifter who would have ad- 
vifed his Majeiiy go extend mercy, would not have deferved to have 
held his fituation a moment longer. 
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man who had infalted-him. The provocation was no lefs 
than that of calling his Lordfhip a blackguard and a coward, 
and challenging him to fight. For this an indi¢iment had 
been preferred at the quarter feffions, and fince removed inio 
the King’s Bench. Captain Bainbridge had pleaded not 
guilty to it but a very few days ago, of courfe the indiétment 
would ftand for trial at the enfuing fpring aflizes. Subfe- 
quent to his recording his plea, and confequently pending 
the indiétment, in faét no longer ago than Saturday « Jaft, he 
met Lord G. Cavendith in the flreet, and, accofting hun, 
fignified his defire to {peak with him in private. His Lord- 
fhip very properly declined {peaking to him; upon which 
he faid, “ I have pofted you as a blackguard, a coward, and 
poltroon, at Derby, and you know it.””. He then addreffed 
hunfelf to a perfon of the name of Langham, who was 
pafling by, a perfeét ftranger to both partics, and informed 
him it was Lord George Henry Cavendith he had accotted, 
and that he had pofled him as a blackguard, coward, and 
fcoundrel. The affidavit of the noble Lord added, that he 
verily believed thefe terms were applied to him in order to 
provoke him to fight. 
‘The Court granted a ruie to fhew caufe. 


INTERESTING TRIAL. 


COURT of KING’s BENCii, S'anuary 3°. 


) 
Brown Oration ' 
KROWN OG, ¢ UMPION 


§ Byer was a cafe referved for the opinion of the Court, 

and it was now argued a fecond time by Mr. Gazeley, 
for the plaintiff, and Mr. Dallas, forthe defendant. It was 
an adtion agatalt the Sheriff of Hants tor an efcape, in which 
the tacts were fimply thefe: That a prifoner in Winchefter 
gao}], named Benjamin Long, being in cuflody at the fuit of 
the plaintuff fora large fum of money, was difcharged by the 
juftices under the lafl Infolvent Aét ; but in the manner ot 
granting this difcharge there was a material irregularity, 
inafmuch as the aét of Parliament direéted fuch infolvent 
debtors to be brought betore the juttices at the general 
quarter fefhions, fubfequent to pafling the a&, and then be 
by them difcharged ;— whereas, in the prefent cafe, the 
matter was done ata feflions adjourned trom a f{eflions held 
before the pafling the ati. ‘The defences were, tf, that the 
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juices had a general jurifdi€tion ; that there was no time 
fpec ified in the aét forthe difcharge of infolvent debtors 3 
and that as the juttices liad aéted clearly under the {pirit of 
the law, although not with ftriét regularity in point of form, 
they had a right to’ iffue their procefs ; and the officer to 
whom it was direéted was not liable for executing it; and, 
2d, that de facto, the warrant was diretted not to the Sheriff, 
but to the keeper of Winchefter gaol by name, and there- 
fore the aétion ought to have been brought againf the keeper, 
and not againft the Sheriff; for, although it was true that in 
mott cafes the principal was civilly liable for his deputy, yet 
that where the law recognizes the difference between prin- 
cipal and agent, the relation is diffolv ed, and the agent per- 
ionally liable; and that this a&, ina variety of claufes, etde rs 
the warrant to be dircf&ed To the Sheriff or Sheriffs, 
Keeper or Keepers of Gaols.” 
Lord Kenyon regretted the drcifion he muft give in this 

cafe, but whatever relu&ance he might feel as. a man, he felt 
none asa Judge. ‘The law was clear: The juftices had in 
this cafe no jurifdiétion whatever, except what they derived 
from the a&t of Parliament ; and as that aét exprefsly re- 
guired them to procced to its execution at the general quarter 
feflions of the peace, their proceedings in the adjourned fef- 
fions could have no authority ; they were coram non judice, 
and therefore the oficer obeying them was liable ; and with 
refpeétto the objeétion, that the gaoler, and not the Sheriff, 
fiould have been made the defendant, it was, however in- 
genioufly argued, unfounded. The other three Judges con- 
curring, judgment was given for the plaintiff. 





An Account of a Vit pard to the Duke of Argyle’s at 


Invcrary. 


[By M. Saint-Fond, a learned Frenchman, who ‘travelled in Eng- 
land and Scotland in 1783-4, for the Purpoies of Natural Hut- 
tory. ] 


5 es manner in which we fpent our time at. Inverary 
Caltle was extremely agreeable. Each perfon rofe at 
any hour he pieafed inthe morning. Some took a ride, 
others went tothe chafe. Irofe withthe fun, and proceeded 
to examine the natural hiftory of the environs. 

At ten o’clock, a bell fummoned us to breakfaft: We 
then repaired to a large room, ornamented with hiftorical 
pictures 
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piétures of the Argyle family ; among which there were 
fome by Battoni, Reynolds, and other eminent Italian and 
Englith painters. Here we found feveral breakfaft tables, 
covered with tea, coffee, excellent cream, and every thing 
the appetite could defire, furrounded with bouquets of 
flowers, newfpapers, and books. ‘There were, befides, in 
this room, a billiard-table, a piano-forte, and other mufical 
inftruments. 

After breakfaft, fome walked in the parks, others amufed 
themfelves with reading and mufic, or returned to their apart- 
ments. Athalf paft four, the dinner-bell was rung, and we 
went to the dining-room, where we always found a table of 
twenty-five or thirty covers. When ail the company were 
feated, the chaplain, according to cultom, made a {hort prayer, 
and bleft the food, which was ate with pleafure. Indeed, the 
dinners were prepared by an excellent French cook, and 
every thing was ferved up in the Paris manner, except a few 
difhes in the Englith form, which made a variety, and thus 
gave the epicures of every country an opportunity of pleafing 
their palates. 

I was particularly pleafed to fee napkins on the table, and 
forks of the fame kind as thofe ufed im France. I am not 
much difpofed to rifk pricking my mouth or my tonguc 
with thofe little fharp tridents, which are generally ufed even 
in the beft houfes in England. I know that this kind of forks 
are only intended for feizing and fixing the pieces of meat 
while they are cut, and that the Englifh knives being rounded 
at the point, may anfwer for fome of the purpofes to which 
the French forks are applied, particularly in carrying meat to 
the mouth ; but I muit confefs, that I ufe their knives very 
aukwardly inthis way. It is well, however, to accuftom 
onefelf tothe ufages of different countries ; and it feemed to 
me that at table, as well as in feveral other inftances, the 
Englith calculate more accurately than we do. 

In England, the fork is always held in the left hand, and 
the knife inthe right. The fork holds the meat down, the 
knife cuts it, and the pieces may be carried to the mouth with 
either. The motion is quick and precife. The manceuvres 
at an Englifh dinner are founded upon the fame principle as 
the Pruflian difcipline. Not a moment is loft ! 

In France, the firft manceuvre is fimilar to that of the 
Englith : But when the meat is cut in pieces, the knife ts 
Jaid down on the right fide of the plate, and the fork is 
changed from the left to the right hand, with which it 1s 
lifted to the mouth ; Thus our table tattics are more com- 
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plex than the Englifh, and require more time. The Englifh 
method 1s certainly the beft ; but large knives, with rounded 
points, are neceflary to put it in practice. And why not have 
them ? There would then be anarm lefs in the hands of the 
vicious or the foolifh. 

How many frantic or hopelefs beings have made ufe of 
fharp pointed knives againft themfelves ? How many mon- 
fters have cruelly ufed them againft others ? The melancholy 
lift would, doubtlefs, be long : And, perhaps, if this ufeful 
inftrument had, not in Italy, Spain, and moft other countries, 
the form of a fliletto, fuch crimes would be lefs frequently 
committed. Experience has long fince proved that great 
effects may {pring from very trivial caufes. 

But howfoever this may be, I muft not forget that the knives 
and forks at the Duke of Argyle’s table ferved to help us to 
very good things. The different courfes, and the after- 
meats, were all done as in France, and with the fame varicty 
and abundance. If the poultry was not fo juicy as that of 
Paris, we were amply compenfated by the moft delicate moor 
fowl, by delicious fifh, and by vegetables, the quality of 
which did honour to the {kill of the Scottifh gardeners. 

At the defert, the fcene changed: Cloth, napkins, and 
every thing difappeared. The mahogany table fhone in all 
the Juftre that wood is capable of receiving from art; but it 
was foon covered with brilliant decanters, filled with the molt 
exquifite wines ; comfits, in fine porcelain, or cry ftal vafes ; 
and fruits of different kinds in beautiful bafkets. Plates and 
glafles were diflributed ; and in every objeét elegance and 
conveniency feemed to rival cach other. I was furprifed, 
however, to fee on the fame table, in fo cold a climate, and 
inthe month of September, peaches, apricots, raifins, prunes, 
figs, &c. all of an excellent quality, except the figs, which 
could not be called fine, by a perfon born in the fouth of 
France. It is probable, however, that the greater part of 
thefe fruits were produced by much care and expence in 
hot-houfes. 

Toward the end of the defert, the ladies withdrew to a 
room deftined for the tea-table : I was forry they left us fo 
long alone; but the Duke of Argyle informed me, that he 
preferved this old cuftom in his family, in order that the 
people of the country might not be offended by the breach 
ot a practice, to which they had always been aceuftomed. 
he ceremony of toafts was well kept up in the abfence of 
the ladies ; but though they ufually continued to go round 
for at leaft three quarters of an hour, no perfon’s inclination 
Vor. XXXV. R was 
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was violated, andevery one drank what he pleafed. This, 
however, did not prevent a great number of healths being 
drank with fpirit, and every demonftration of pleafure. 
Wines are the greateft luxury of the Britifh table. They 
drink the beft and the deareft that grow in France and Por. 
tugal. If the lively champaign fhould make its diuretic in- 
fluence be felt, the cafe is forefeen, and in the angles of the 
room, the neceflary convenience is to be found. 

At laft they proceeded to the drawing-room, where tea and 
coffee abound, and where the ladies did the honour of the 
table, with much dignity and grace: The tea is always ex. 
cellent, but it is not fo with the coffee: Since it was not 
good in a houfe like this, where no expence is f{pared, it 
cannot be expeéted to be good any where elfe in the country. 
I fhould imagine that the Englifh and Scotch attach no im. 
portance to the fine perfume and flavour of good coffee; 
for it feems to be all one to the:n what kind they drink, pro- 
vided they have four or five cupfuls. Their coffee is always 
weak, bitter, and completely deprived of its aromatic odour. 
Thus they want an excellent beverage, which would be a 
thoufand times more favourable to their health than tea. 
Kzempfer, who refided long in Japan, and who has publifhed 
fome very curious obfervations upon tea, and the fhrub that 
bears it, remarks that it is of a narcotic nature. 

After tea, thofe who choofed it retired to their apartments: 
Thofe who preferred converfation and mufic remained in the 
room ; others went out to walk. At ten o’clock, fupper was 
rcady, and thofe attended it who pleafed. 

In England, I always found that all claffes of people eat a 
great deal more thanthe French. Ido not know that they 
are more healthy ; indeed, I doubt they are not; but this 
I know, that Dumoulin, one of the moft celebrated phy- 
ficians of Paris, once told me that he was never raifed in the 
night to vifit any perfon who had not fupped. 


— eg tS 


DESCRIPTION of the ASSES of EGYPT. 


{From Sonnini’s Travels. } 


F the horfes of Egypt claim diftinétion by their beauty 
and valuable qualities, the affes of the fame country are 
not lefs remarkable. It is indi{putable, that the hotteft and 
drieft climates are moft favourable to horfes, fince thofe of 
Arabia, Perfia, Egypt, Barbary, and Spain, fland foremot 
im 
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in beauty and vigour. Affes, likewife, of a {pecies nearly 
related to them, attain the greatett excellence of figure and 
qualities in the fame climates, which appear to be natural to 
them. In proportion to their diftance from thefe they dege- 
nerate, fo that thofe of northern countries lofe all refem- 
blance to thofe of the fouth. If this degencration be not fo 
perceptible with regard to horfes, very fine ones being to be 
found in the north, it is becaufe Europeans have change *d the 
nature of thefe animals in their country, by precuring mares 
and ftallions from abroad, forming fluds, crofling breeds, and 
lavifhing the minuteft attentions upon them, while they have 
not only been carelefs re{fpeéting the breed of their affes, but 
have degraded it by almoft total negleét and unmerited con- 
tempt. Badly fed, fill worfe attenc ded, oppreffed by heavy 
burdens, and ill- treated by blows, the afs of our country is 
unqueftionably a wretched flave. Degraded as low as pof- 
fible, he ferves only the meanelt of men, for whom he per- 
forms every thing his impaired condition will alow. His 
name is become that of dullncfs and flupidity. Yet he is 
docile, gentle, patient, and temperate to excefs. Did nei- 
ther the horfe nor the ox exift in our country, he would be 
held there in the higheft eftimation. But this is not the only 
inftance where modeft and ufeful fimplicity, placed by the 
fide of more brilliant and aétive qualities, has been rewarded 
by ingratitude, and excited derifion. 

How different this forry and degraded animal from the 
alles of Egypt and Arabia, whic h, as well as the horfes of 
thofe countries, are fuperior to any ia the univerfe! Some are 
to be found there of great height ; and thefe are moft valued 
and efteemed, occafiona!ly felling at a higher price than even 
horfesthemfelves. Still, whatever be their height, their head 
is well pl. iced, their eyes are brifk, and their body i is plump. 
They have elegance in their attitudes, gracefulnefs in their 
movements, and noblenefs and almoft laughtinefs in their 
carriage. Their foot is fure, their ftep is light, and their 
paces quick, brifk, andeafy. In fhort, they are very pleafing 
to ride. All travellers have praifed this fine fpecies of ani- 
mal. Peter della Vale, who paraded his pride a long time in 
the caft, relates, that the people there do not {cruple to ride 
upon alles, that they trot wonderfully, and that he has been 
ready to die with laughing at the fight. For my part I was 
greatly furprifed at it. In Egypt, people not only ride on 
afles without hefitation, but, as I have already obferved, they 
were the only animals on which Chriftians of any country 
were allowed to appear in the capital, The Mahometan 
R 3 xerchants, 
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merchants, andthe moft opulent of the inhabitants, ufed them 
likewife : and carriages being unknown in this country, la. 
dies of the highel rank, even the wives of the Bcys them. 
{elve >S5 had no other ec julpages. 

I once happened to meet the whole haram of a Bey, taking 
an airing in the environs of Cairo. An equivocal ‘figure, 
an eunuch with a meanand ferocious countenance, preceded 
the ladies on a fine horfe, covered with gold, filver, and em. 
broidery. The ladies were mounted on affes of the higheft 
price. The bridles of thefe animals glittered with filver and 
gold, and a magnificent piece of tapeltry covering the faddle 
and crupper, reached down to the ground. It 1s to be pre- 
fumed, that the ladies were not deficient in charms : but they 
were mafqued with thick veils, and bundled up, as it were, 
in pieces of ftuffs, which did not allow cither the face or even 
ficureto be feen, and exhibited nothing but a fhapelefs mafs. 
Such mectings had nothing in them very pleafant to an Eu. 
ropean; he was not only obliged to alight in token of re- 
{pett, but he muft alfo take care to avoid, I will not fay lock. 
ing the ladies in the face, for this was invifible, but even 
looking at them; the moft he could do being to eye them 
afkance as they pafled. If he ventured beyond this, it would 
have afforded a pretence for an avanie, or becn attended with 
contequenct s ftill worfe. 

The alles of Egypt have at leaft as much vigour as beauty. 
They readi ly perform the longeft journey s. More hardy 
than the horfes, and lefs difficult with regard to the quality or 
ity of their food, they are preferred for long journeys 





crofs the defert. Moft of the Muffuliman pilgrims ufe them 
for the long and laborious joariey to Mecca; and the chiefs 
of the Nubi an caravans, which are fixty days in pafling im- 
me nfe folitudes, ride upon affes, that du not appear fatigued 
when they arrive in n Egypt : 

T he cruft of their hoofs i - defended by thin and light fhoes. 
The faddles they wear are fhaped like pack-faddles, rounded, 
and heightened by a pad foftly fluffed, on which the rider 
fits much farther back than ona horfe. The ftirrups, which 
are fhaped nearly like our’s, have only a fingle flat bar at 
boitomn, the breadth of three fingers. Men ride without any 
houfings ; but for women a piece of tape try, more or lefs 
rich, and fometimes reaching to the ground, is laid over this 
faddle. The affes are bridled in the fame manner as the 
horfes.’ In the —— ftreets of Cairo, and inthe {quares, 








they ftand for hire ready bridled and faddled, being the hack- 
ney coaches of this city. ‘The perfon who lets them accom. 
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panies his afs, running behind to goad him on, and cry out 
to thofe who walk on foot to make way. When on a jour- 
ney, the rider himfelf carries in his hand a little flick pointed 
with iron, with which he pricks his breaft on the withers. 

When the rider alights, he has no occafion to tie up his 
afs. SHemerely pulls the rein of the bridle tight, and paffles 
it over a ring on the fore part of the faddle, which, confining 
the head of the beaft, is fufiicient to make him remain pa- 
tiently in his place. 

Though the Arabs do not take quite fo much pains to pre- 
ferve the breed of their alles, as they do for promoting the 
excellence of their horfes, it may be faid with truth, that 
affles are no where attended with fo much care as in Egypt 
and Arabia. They are regularly rubbed down and wathed, 
which renders their coat {mooth, foft, and glofly ; and their 
food is the fame as that of horfes, commonly confifting of 
chopped ftraw, barley, and {mall beans. 

To add tothe f{pecies of ufeful animals, or, which is the 
fame thing, to improve them fo as to render them more ufe- 
ful, is to increafe the advantages of public and private eco- 
nomy. If, without remitting our attentions to the horfe, we 
deigned to pay a little regard to the afs, though placed by 
nature fecond in the fcale, we conld not fail to be gainers. 
For the attainment of this ufeful objeét, it would be neceflary 
to crofs the breed. Arabian or Egyptian males would im- 
prove the offspring of our females in ftrength and beauty ; 
and thefe, by repeated crotlings, would produce with time 
and care an excellent breed of animals, fuited to the majority 
in point of expence, and not deftitute of pleafing qualities. 

The handfomeft affes feen at Cairo come from Upper 
Esypt and Nubia. On afcending the Nile, the influence of 
climate on thefe animals is perceptible, they being of the 
greateft beauty in Said, while toward the Delta they are in- 
ferior in all refpeéts. So true it is, that they owe their ex- 
cellencies to great heat and extreme drought. In countries, 
which, though very hot, are at the fame time wet, they are 
but indifferent ; for in India, and even the fouthernmott parts 
of the peninfula, which are nearer to the equator, but like- 
wife more humid, than Arabia, Nubia, and Thebats, the afles 
are {mall, dull, weak, and ill-fhaped. 

From the excellent qualities of the Egyptian affes, it is not 
to be wondered that they have been objeéts of luxury. The 
opulent viel in keeping affes of the higheft price. To the 
Europeans fettled at Cairo, this was an indemnification fer 
the reflraint from riding on horfeback, to which they were 
condemned. 
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condemned. But this fpecies of luxury attraéted the atten. 
tion of government in 1779. It was deemed indecorous that 
foreign merchants, abominated on account of their religion, 
fhould ride upon animals fuperior even to thofe kept for the 
wives of the Beys themfelves. This was fufficient to bring 
upon the European merchants a forced contribution, an ava. 
nie of four or five hundred thoufand franks, which they 
were obliged to pay for having kept fine afles. 

In the ealt, thefe were at all times among the number of 
animals moit valued. They formed part of the wealth of 
the ancient patriarchs, as they fill do of the herds of the 
wandering nations in the fame countrics. The Egyptians 
alone abominated them. ‘To them they were the execrated 
emblem of the evil genius of Typhon, of that giant montter 
with a hundred heads, and a hundred mouths vomiting fiame, 
the fon of Earth and Tartarus, and who had dared to wage 
war with the gods, and had at Jaft been cut to pieces by Olins, 
one of the deitics of Egypt. The inhabitants of Coptos in 
particular, fo publicly declared their inveterate antipathy to 
ahefe animals, as to throw them down fromthe fummit of a 
rock ; and the people of Bufiris and Lycopolis carricd their 
faperilition fo far as to refrain from blowing the trumpet, 
becaufe, in their opinion, its found refembled the braying ot 
an afs ! 
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Remarks on the Controv rfy concerning the End of the 


Exchteenth Centu ry. 


FTER fo many centuries have already begun and ended, 

it feems rather range that this queftion (if the matter 
could be fuppofed to bear a queflion) fhould not have been 
determined to our hands fome hundreds of years fince. 
However, fo it is, that in the prefent age it has been difco- 
veredto be a problem of fo much difficulty, as well as of fo 
much importance, that feveral years ago, (in the fouth of De- 
von) {cores, and perhaps hundreds of pounds, were won and 
loft, in wagers made upon the queftion. ‘The moft eminent 
calculators were confulted’on the occafion ; and one of them 
(doubtlefs through inadvertence) gave two contradittory 
opinions in the faine letter. Who had the honour of de« 
ciding I know not, A friend of mine, who was a party coi. 

cerned, 
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cerned, has had feveral earneft difputes with me upon the 
f{ubjeét; and as it feems he was on the lofing fide, I conclude 
it was determined according to the opinion I fhould myfelf 
have given. 

Indecd I cannot help admiring that, in fo plain a cafe, 
there could poflibly be two opinions. The whole queftion 
may, in effeét, be reduced to this, Whether the firft year of 
the Chriflian era (f{uppofing its ufe to have commenced im. 
mediately from the buth of Chrift,) would have been de- 
noted by the number 9, or the number 1 ?—The abfurdity 
of the former is felt-evident ; and it is equally plain that, in 
the latter mode of computation, {being the only one which 
could have taken place) the year t0O would have been the 
laft year of the firlt century ; and confequently the year 1800 
muft be the laft of the eighteenth century. 

Although the cuftom of dating from the birth of Chriff 
was not (in fa&t) adopted till feveral centuries after that event, 
the computation muft neceflarily be carried on in the fame 
manner as if it had began immediately therenpon. Let ix 
be fuppofed then (for the fake of argument), that in the vilit 
which the Virgin Mary made to her coufin Elizabeth, it had 
been agreed between them to compute their vears from the 
Saviour’s birth, as foon as it fhould happen, and that Eliza- 
beth fhould be immediately advifed of it, by a letter from 
Mary, or her hufband : this letter muft have been dated the 
ut of January (admitting that to have been the day), in the 
year of our Lord 1, fincethe year could have had no other 
number given it; and the fame number would continue to 
be ufed till the 1 of January in the year next following, 
which would be the firft day of the year 2. 

There never would have been a queftion upon this mat- 
ter, had it not been for the cullom which has obtained among 
us in this and fome other mitances, to exprefs cardinal num- 
bers, when ordinal ones are meant, which feems to have arifen 
from that mode of expreflion running (in our language) more 
{moothly on the year. ‘Thus I have heard lots of goods far 
fale fpoken of as “ lot one, lot two,” &c. meaning “ lot 
the firft, lot the fecond,” &c. And fo we fay, “ inthe 
year of our Lord one thoufand eight hundred,” when, to 
{peak grammatically, we ought to fay, “ in the one thoufaind 
The impropriety of this 
our common phrafe will appear evident, by tranflating it lite- 
rally into Latin, thus : Jano Domini mille odlingenti, 
which every body would allow to be nonfenfe. ‘The words 

Anno Domini” being in the ablative cafe, clearly require 
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an ordinal, and not a cardinal number to follow them ; and 
the right tranflation is, “* Aano Domini millefimo odlingen. 
tefimo,” (in the one thoufand eight hundredth year of our 
Lord ;) agreeably tothe ftile of al! antient deeds and records 
written in the Latin language, where the year of our Lord is 
mentioned in words at length. 

The computation from the birth of Chrift muft be fubje& 
tothe fame rules as that from the acceflion of any temporal 
King, although a different mode of expreffion has abtained 
in thefe two inftances. The 25thof Ofober, 1760, was the 
firlt day of the reign of King Georgethe Third ; and a deed 
dated at the prefent time would, in the common form, be ex- 
preffed to be made, “ on the 3d day of February, in the 
fortieth year of the reign of King George the Third, and in 
the year of our Lord one thoufand eight hundred.” Now 
fuppofe (to make the expreflions both alike) we were to fay, 

inthe year of the reign of King George the Third forty,” 
it would {till be evident that the King will not have reigned 
forty years till the prefent year forty is expired, on the 24th 
of October next : and fuppofing he fhould reign a century, 
that century would not be compleat till the year of the reign 
one hundred was expired ; and the 25th of Odtober, in the 
year of the reign one hundred and one, (or ,as we fhould ex prefs 
it in Latin, anno regni centefmo primo) would be the firk 
day of the fecond century.—Exaétly on the iame principles, 
thetime of Chriil’s birth being confidered as the beginning 
of his reign on earth, we are now in the 1600th year of i 
and of courfe in the laft year of the eighteenth, and not the 
firft of the nineteenth century. 

I am well aware that the birth of Chrift is allowed to have 
been four years earlier than the commencement of our com- 
mon era, and that the exaé day cannot be afcertained ; but 
thefe circumftances being matters of hi " ory, have no con- 
cern with the prefent queftion, which refls on the fuppofition 
that the era commonly ufed is accurate, whether it be really 
fo or not. 

Q. I. 

Modbury, February 3, 1800, 
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4A REFLECTION. 





E ALSE or middling genius is almoft always arrogant and 
vain. The true may be provoked to do itfelf juflice, 
but is feldom apt to overvalue itfelf. 


9 A PUN. 
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1 ELL,” faid an officer of the guards to his com- 

panion, “ the Laureat being againft us, what are 
we to do about the clofe of the laft century now.” “ An 
pleafe your honour,” fays a Serjeant, accofting them, 
* they’re pawned.”’ “* Pawned! What do you mean ?”— 
“ Why the cloaths of the laft fentry—he has not a coat to 
his back, and I told the fellow he’d be flogg’d as fure as he 
was born.” 


On the UNDERSTANDING and MEMORY. 


HE underftanding may be fo perfeét and mec hanical, as 

to furvive the lofs of memory itfelf. OF this the fol- 
lowing are two remarkable inftances. De Lagny, the mathe- 
matician, for two days had lain in a deep lethargy, and did 
not know even his own children. Maupertius abruptly, and 
with a very loud voice, afked him, what was the [quare of 
twelve? “* One hundred and forty-four,” replied a fecble 
lingering remain of the expiring intelleét. 

The celebrated phyfician Chirac was much in the fame 
ftate, and without any power of recolleéting thofe near his 
death-bed. His right hand mechanically laid hold of his 
left, and, feeling his pulfe, he exclaimed, “ They have called 
me too late. The patient has been bled, and he fhould have 
beenevacuated. Heis adead man!’ ‘The prediétion, and 
the prognoftic were foon after verified. 





Anfwer, by F. B. Chivers, of St, Auftell, to T, Warring’s 
Queflion, inferted September 30, 


UT x= the head diameter, and y==the bung diameter 

put alfo a==40, q==118, &c. 1==117, &c. p==0011. 
one-third; then per guaging, we have pax’+ 2pay‘“==q, and 
12 pay of 3x* a p—4a pxy==r. From the firft of thefe 
equations we have x’==y—2 pay “—— pa; and by fubftitution, 
&c. inthe fecond, we get an affeéted e quation, the refolution 
of which gives y==32. Hencethe dimenfions arc as under: 
32 in. bung diameter, 24 in, head diameter, and 40 in. le net, 
the dimenfions rec juired. 


Vor. XXXV. S Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by S. Brown, of Newton Abbot, to F, Gidley’s 
Charade, inferted December 2, 





Find that HEBE will reveal, 


The goddefs which you have conceal’d. 


*§# We have received the like anfwer from T. Whicker, 


of Exeter; S. Jones, of Newton Abbot; G. England, of 


Uplyme; W. Brock, of Evercreech: and W, Chudleigh, 


of Newton Buthel. 





A REBUS, by T. Jarvis, of Malborough. 
\ ITH thoughtful mufe I now refume my pen 


To write of thee, thou dire, deftruétive firft ! 
When will thofe imps who now prolong thy reign, 
No more for dear-bought glory vainly thirft. 


Oh! when will tyrants, by my fecond fir’d, 
Their unrelenting cruelty reftrain ! 

And balmy peace, by Britons fo defir’d, 
Return, and fpread a {mile o’er hill and plain. 


When will my heaven-born next, our ifland’s boaf, 
Diffufe its influence to all around ? 
And rear its ftandard on each fervile coat, 
Where fuff ring flaves in favage chains are bound, 
Soon may thy bleft, emancipating power 
Releafe the captive, and the prifoner free! 
And may my next each hoitile breaft reftore 
To bands of peace and unanimity ! 


And grant, Eternal Power! we humbly pray, 
That when we from this tranfient {cene remove, 
Beneath thy heavenly {mile we may enjoy 
A happy next, in the bright realms above! 
But Oh! without my laft the with is vain, 
Thy influence alone can make us blett ; 
Can fave our fouls from everlafting pain, 
And wait them tothe feats of peace and-reft. 


Ingenious bards! weigh well this {erious truth, 
While you difplay a votary of the nine; 

And thro’ its power may each cach afpiring youth 
In decds of piety and virtue fhine! 


9 POETRY. 
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STANZAS for ber MAJESTY's BIRTH-DAY. 
{From Mr. Pye’s Ode for the New Century. ] 


NCESSANT down the ftream of time, 
As days, and years, and ages roll, 
Speeding thro’ error’s iron clime 
To dark oblivion’s goal ; 
Loft in the gulph of night profound, 
No eye to ook their fhadowy bound, 
Unlefs the deed of high renown, 
The warlike chief’s illuitrious crown, 
Shed o’er the darkling void a dubious fame, 
And gild the paffing hour with fome immortal name ; 


Yet, evanefcent as the fleeting cloud, 
Driv’n by the wild winds o’er the varying tkies, 
Are all the glories of the great and proud, 
On rumonur’s idle breath that faintly rife. 
A thoufand garbs their forms affume, 
Woven in vain conjecture’s loom ; 
Their dyes athoufand hues difplay, 
Sporting in fancy’s fairy ray ; 
Changing with cach uncertain blaft, 
Vill, melting from che eyes at latt, 
The fhadowy vapours fly before the wind, 
Sink into viewlefs air, ** norleave a wreck behind.” 


But if the raptur’d train whom Heaven infpires 
Of glory to record each deathlefs meed, 
Tune to heroic worth their golden lyres, 
And give tomemory each godlike deed, 
Then fhall the eternal guérdon wait 
The actions of the wife and great; 
While as from black oblivion’s way 
They bear the mighty name away, % 
And waft it, borne on pinion high, 
With joyful carol tothe fky, 
Sage hiltory, with eye fevere, 
Tracing aloft their bola career, 
Clears the rich tale trom fiction’s fpecious grace, 
And builds her facred lore on truth’s eternal bafe. 


Scenes pourtray'd in antient lore, 
Scenes whence England’s chiefs of yore, 
Raifing hig the b!azon’d thield 
O’er Paleliine’s religious field 
The 
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The wreaths of conquelt bore; 
Acon’s bulwarks, Jaffa’s towers, 
Leading where his mail-clad powers, 
Richard to the Paynim dart 
Daurttlefs bar’d his lion heart— 
Where the venom’d ftroke of death 
Aim’d at Edward’s bofom, fail’d, 
While his faithful confort’s breath 
From the deep wound the poifonous taint inhal’d 3 
There, with pious glory bright, 
Another Briton braves the fight, 
Follow’d by a gallant train 
OF naval warriors, from their native main, 
Who round their walls a breathing bulwark rife. 
Serenely brave the Chriftian hero ttands, 
And the proud fpoiler of Hefperian lands, 
Before the warlike few, difmay’d and vanquifh’d flies. 


Sire of the winter drear, 
Who lead’ ft the months in circling dance along, 
May peace and concord claim the votive fong, 
That chants the glories of the rifing year! 
For Albion longs around her generous brow 
To bind the olive’s fober bough, 
‘Tho’ unappall’d her laurel’d front defies 
The fiery blaft that lathes thro’ the fkies. 
Wooing, Oh peace! thy halcyon ray, 
Ready the ftands for war, nor fhuns the enfanguin'd fray ; 
But on Ierne’s kindred tky 
She catts affection’s fondett eye, 
Oh! as the era pait faw Anna join 
Each warrior nation of Bricannia’s line, 
So may the aufpicious hours that now aicend, 
The fifler ifles in ceafelefs Union blend— 
While ocean’s guardian arms around them thrown, 
Form to their coafts an adamantine zone; 
‘There, proudly rifing o’er the circling main, 
Lord of the waves, their patriot King fhall reign; 
And fam’d thro’ every clime, from pole to pole, 
Long as the unfailing ftreamof time fhall roll, 
Religion, virtue, glory, thail adorn 
Whe illuitrious age of George, the Monarch Briton born, 





A GLEE, written by Lord Thurlow, in his Youth, and fet 


to Mufic by Stevens, 


V HAT a frail life !—im fear and trouble paft, 
Form’d by a breath to perith bya blalt, 
To this fad goal docs every mortal run ; 
Dutt Ins beginning, and his end a ttone ; 
But yelterday the world in arms he led, 
Now in an urna—his mou!d’ring duit is laid ! 





ah. eee 
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